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NEIL WAYTE
THE WAITING GAME – PART 3

There are certainly 
bigger bream in 
Chertsey, but 
this fi ve-pounder 
was more than 
welcome.
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breamExtreme

summer. Instead, my suspicions are 
that any feeding Þ sh will be on the 
far side of the bar in the deepest 
water, so my Þ rst job is to get my 
marker ß oat out to Þ nd the back of 
this bar where the depth is around 
12 feet. 

It takes only two casts with the 
marker ß oat to Þ nd what I’m 
looking for and that is an area of soft 
silt at the bottom of the far side of 
the bar. Food items like bloodworm 
live in the soft silt so this is where 
I would expect the bream to be 
feeding. The far side of this bar also 
has deeper water than its nearside so 
I’m hoping that’s where the bream 
will prefer to be.

FEED AND HOOK BAIT
Because the weather is still more 
like winter than spring, I’m going 
to scale my groundbait down to 
just a few pellets of some hemp, 
corn and groats and a good 
helping of maggots. Normally I’d 
introduce a fairly big bed of bait 
but for now I will start with just 
six small spods, cast to the far side 
of the bar as accurately as I can. If 
things pick up and I start catching 
regularly, then I can increase the 
amount of feed.

As for hook baits, again the 
conditions are prompting me to 
shy away from my usual boilies and 
artiÞ cial baits, replacing them with 
maggots and a rig pinched from 
carp anglers. 

a Þ sh seem remote. 
Today is a prime example. The 

temperature is just 3ºC and with 
a bitterly cold northeasterly wind 
blowing after a sharp frost, surely 
nothing would be moving close 
to the surface of Chertsey, one of 
the prime Þ sheries in the CEMEX 
portfolio.

However, I’ve caught bream at 
this time of year before, even in 
extreme conditions similar to these, 
and amazingly today’s early start 
pays o!  when I see a Þ sh roll around 
40 metres out into the pit. Several 
more follow, right where previous 
experience has told me there is a 
gravel bar under the surface.

Perhaps the bream are feeding, 
but I doubt they will be 

feeding on top of the 
bar like they 

would in 

Tough early spring conditions mean you need to think very carefully 
about your bream approach. Gardner Tackle’s Neil Wayte provides 
some timely pointers.

NEIL WAYTE
COLD-WATER BREAM

Total Coarse Fishing 91

There’s nothing quite like 
getting to a lake at Þ rst light 
and this applies to bream 

Þ shing perhaps more than any other. 
Every angler knows that bream 

often show themselves early in 
the morning. Rolling bream 

provide the perfect 
indicator of where 
to cast a bait, but 

unfortunately there 
are some occasions 

when the 
chances of 

seeing 
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THE MAG-ALIGNER RIG
The mag-aligner rig became 
fashionable a few years ago with 
carp anglers mainly in the winter, 
but it crosses over into the realms 
of big bream and tench equally as 
well. This rig incorporates a PVA 
mesh bag tied below the lead. 
The bag is Þ lled with maggots, 
which will not move very far in 
the cold water, remaining next 
to the hook to provide attraction 
to any feeding Þ sh.

Rather than use a length of 
leadcore on the rig, I have used 

a foot of tungsten tubing up the 
line and above the lead. This 
helps pin the end of the rig 
down on the lake bed to reduce 
line bites as bream move into the 
swim to feed.

Below the tubing there is 
an inline lead with a ß exi-ring 
swivel pushed down over the 
rubber insert of the lead. With 
the swivel on the lead the tubing 
is pushed down into the insert. 
The main line is then threaded 
down through the tubing and the 
inline lead, and on the end of the 
line I tie on another ß exi-ring 
swivel. 

The hook link is tied to the 
swivel on the lead insert and is 
long enough to come down and 
around the lead so that when you 
tie a PVA mesh bag of maggots 
to the swivel below the lead you 
are able to hook the baited hook 
into the mesh of the PVA. This 
neat and tidy rig is then easy to 
cast out.

The rig features an artiÞ cial 
maggot to help create a more 
aggressively angled hooking 
arrangement, as well as hiding 
much of the size 10 hook. Three 
real maggots are also hooked to 
create some movement and to 
mask most of the hook. 

The PVA bag is made from 
micro mesh rather than the 
normal size. The weave on the 
normal mesh might only have 
small holes in it but you will be 
surprised how quickly maggots 
escape from it. The micro mesh 
is much Þ ner and eliminates the 
problem – the maggots stay put 
until the bag melts in the water.

NEIL’S 
TERMINAL 
TACKLE
1 Twelve inches of tungsten tubing, 

for keeping the rig on the bottom 
above the lead.

2 Flexi-ring swivels. One of these is 
used both above and below the 

lead.

3 Wide Boy micromesh PVA. This 
is the stuff to use with maggots. 

Any larger mesh and they’ll crawl out 
the holes. 

4 Size 10 Wide Gape Talon Tip 
hooks. 

5 Sly Skin Camo Brown hook-link 
material

01

02 03

04
05

The mag-aligner 
involves the use 
of an artifi cial 
grub to create 
more of an angle 
between hook 
link and hook. 
Live maggots 
are added for 
attraction. 

NEIL 
WAYTE’S
TOP TIP

NEIL WAYTE’S BREAM RIG

Maggots from 
PVA bag

12in of 
tungsten 
tubing

Gardner Flexi-ring 
swivel pushed over 
inline lead insert

Gardner Flexi-ring swivel

Mag-aligner

Gardner Sly Skin 
Camo Brown 
hook-link
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A CAUTIOUS APPROACH
With everything ready, I cast two 
rods to the bottom of the bar on 
its far side in the silt over the area 
I have groundbaited. Today I have 
been given permission to use a 
third rod, and I can’t resist putting 
a bait on top of the bar in seven 
feet of water. I very much doubt 
it will provide any action but we 
will see…

Each rod will be left for an hour 
before I wind it in to tie on a new 
PVA bag to freshen up the bait 
in the swim. By doing this, I’m 
avoiding introducing too much 
bait and there’s no disturbance 
from the spod repeatedly crashing 
down into the swim.

By early afternoon I’ve had no 
action at all and it’s looking likely 
that I will have to go back to the 
van to get my bivvy so that I can 
do the night. Not an attractive 
proposition when the weatherman 
is predicting lows of minus 5ºC!

However, just as I’m starting to 
doze o!  in the weak sunshine, one 
of my bobbins drops down. It’s a 
typical bream bite, but what isn’t 
typical is the fact it’s the bait on 
top of the bar that has been picked 
up and not the baits on the far side 
of it in the deeper water.

I’m using strong tackle – with 
carp to 40lb in this lake I can’t 
a! ord to take chances. It’s soon 
played to the net and must weigh 
around 5lb. The Þ sh might have 

saved the day, but it has presented 
me with another problem. Bream 
of this size are typical shoal Þ sh, 
so there is a fair chance that there 
are a lot more of them in the swim 
now. This one has been caught 
over the bags of maggots that are 
attached to the mag-aligner rig. I 
didn’t spod here at all; recasting 
this particular rod only three times 
so the only feed in this area of 
the swim is three bags of maggots 
about the size of a tangerine. 

Now, I could put some of my 
spod mix on the top of the bar to 
try to hold the bream that have 
obviously been travelling along 
it, but if I do that will cause a 
disturbance with the spod crashing 
in above their heads, which will 
almost certainly spook them. If 
they want more food they are only 
three metres away from the bait at 
the back of the bar, so they could 
easily drop down on to that.

I decide to recast the rod that 
has just been taken and to bring 
one of the other rods up from the 
deeper water and place it on top of 
the bar as well. By doing this I’m 
recasting only twice and therefore 
minimising the disturbance. If it 
was warmer I wouldn’t hesitate to 
introduce some more groundbait 
via the spod but in this cold 
weather I’m grateful to have 
had one bite, so I’ll be cautious 
with the feed and stick to more 
maggots.

Bream of this size are typical shoal 
fi sh, so there is a fair chance there 
are more of them in the swim now.

After a long wait, 
Neil draws the 

fi rst of his bream 
brace over the 

landing net.

Three rods were cast, 
with two initially on the 
far side of the bar and 
one right on top of it.  
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CLEAN MOUTHS
The sun is out today and that 
is probably the reason why the 
bream have moved up from the 
deep water and are on top of the 
bar, even in such cold weather. 
At this time of the year, longer 
and stronger sunlight has a major 
e! ect on Þ sh and the increasing 
light levels often prompt them to 
feed. This is then reinforced by 
the rise in water temperature as 
spring starts to take hold a little 
later on.

It doesn’t take long before I 
get another bite from the shoal 
that now seems to have settled 
on the maggots on top of the bar. 
My second Þ sh is slightly smaller 
than the Þ rst and slightly scru#  er, 
but it is nonetheless welcome. I 
would have loved to have caught 
one of the double-Þ gure Þ sh here 
but with the conditions as they 
are these will do.

It is slightly strange to get 
bites during the middle of the 
day because bream are usually 
nocturnal feeders, but if they are 
coming out of their torpid state 
after this prolonged cold winter 
they are obviously keen to make 

the most of any food source they 
encounter.

Both Þ sh are clean around their 
mouths and gills. Later on in the 
year they will spend long hours 
with their heads buried in the silt 
when the area around their mouths 
become stained a dirty brown. 
Perhaps there isn’t enough food 
available yet in the deep silt at the 
bottom of the bar – maybe that is 
another reason why I have caught 
them from the top of the bar. 
That’s the most logical reason I can 
come up with anyway and, let’s 
face it, Þ sh don’t read the books 
written about them!

After catching a pleasing bream 
brace, I’m now as keen as ever to 
catch a few more so the rods are 
once again rebaited with a fresh 
bag of maggots. I also recast the 
one remaining rod at the far side 
of the bar, more out of hope than 
expectation.

For the next hour things go 
really quiet and I think that the 
shoal has moved on. In cold 
weather, bream are not as keen to 
settle over the bait and really feed 
in earnest so it’s a surprise when 
the middle rod that has been quiet 

CEMEX CHERTSEY
Neil was fi shing at Chertsey in Surrey, one of the prime fi sheries 
in the CEMEX Angling portfolio. For details, visit the website at 
www.cemexangling.co.uk, call 01932 583 630, or e-mail info@
cemexangling.com

all day all but blasted o! ! 
It’s either a bream on steroids 

or something else… and the 
something else turned out to be 
a 3lb tench, which had found the 
bait at the base of the bar. After 
releasing it, I decide it’s time for 
home. From what was originally 
a cold and uninspiring day I 
had, with a little careful baiting, 
managed to catch three Þ sh. And 
thank goodness I could leave the 
bivvy in the car!

Neil introduced 
six small spods 
of his feed mix 
before fi shing.

Neil’s spod mix 
consisted of a few 
pellets, maggots, 
groats, hemp and 
corn.

NEIL 
WAYTE’S
TOP TIP
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